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I keep running across this inspirational
quote from Carl Barth on the Internet.


“Though no one can go back and make a
brand new start, anyone can start from now
and make a brand new ending.” 


Winston-Salem Street School is the home of
brand new endings—something the 20
students of the school’s 2011 graduating
class know a lot about. These at-risk
teenagers, who had previously dropped out
of, or been expelled from, public high
schools, are reaping the rewards for having
recognized their second chance and
grabbed it. 


Founder and director David Morgan, a
small-group pastor who launched the Street
School in 2004, has shepherded the
program from its beginnings. What started
as a summer tutoring program for three
students is now a full-fledged private high
school recognized by the North
Carolina Division of Non-Public Education. 


Morgan is justifiably proud of the Street
School, which currently offers 30
placements for students whose academic,
behavioral, social, psychological and/or
legal problems have
led to their dropping
out or being told
they’re no longer
welcome in the public
schools. “At least 800
students drop out of
the Forsyth County
School System every
year,” he explains.


“We’re one of only a handful of resources for kids
who have dropped out themselves or have been
expelled.” 


How is it that students whose exposure to poverty, abuse,
neglect, and neighborhoods infested with crime and drugs
that resulted in performance or behavior problems are able
to flourish in this program?  According to Morgan, the
biggest predictor of success is what he calls the relational
aspect. “We have a 1 to 5 teacher-to-student ratio,” he
says, comparing it to the 1 to 26 ratio in the public school
system.


In addition to a staff that includes Principal Jennifer Green,
who also teaches, and five other teachers (three part-time)
who teach multiple subjects, the school has recruited retired teachers and
businesspeople as volunteer in-class tutors. Besides surrounding students
with opportunities for individualized attention, smaller class sizes also give
them an environment with minimal distractions. 


The close relationship
between teachers and
students makes it more
likely that students will
ask for help, or that
teachers or tutors will
see when they need
encouragement and
support. Or, as teacher
Cindy Watson puts it, “We keep after them.” The curriculum is different for
every pupil. Students take whatever courses they need to graduate. The
school also provides practical help, whether it’s daily transportation to and
from the central bus depot downtown, or assistance filling out applications. 


The Street School is a perfect example of what Hillary Clinton meant when
she wrote, “It Takes a Village.” The non-denominational, religious-based
school’s $250,000 yearly budget is funded entirely by grants and
donations from corporations, foundations, individuals, churches and
community organizations. Contributions come in all sorts of ways.
Rosemont Baptist Church on West Clemmonsville Road donates the
premises—five classrooms and an office— and it pays for the school’s
utilities. Businesses offer furniture; foundations and companies provide
funds for books, salaries, and other resources; and grant money covers the
cost of the school’s laptops. Volunteers from a church or business group
come every Friday to prepare lunch for the students, and teachers work for
modest salaries—below $30,000 a year. 


Despite the many positives in this scenario, many students’ lives are still
tough. Their life circumstances haven’t changed and they have a number of


challenges, not the least of which is their own
children. This year, 17 enrollees were single
parents and 8 graduates were teen parents. 


Not everyone who signs up makes it to
graduation. Not even close. “We’re working
with an already marginalized population, so
it’s not surprising that we lose kids.  If they’re
absent more than 8 times in a quarter, they
give up their slot,” he says.  Morgan admits
that the school’s retention rate is 50 to 60


percent, but his goal is to bring it
closer to 60 to 75 percent.  But even
these rates are commendable, given
the circumstances and the population
being served. 


Of course, for this year’s graduates,
statistics don’t matter. Against amazing
odds, they’ve graduated, and they have
a future. At least 80 percent have
enrolled in Forsyth Tech, Regency
Beauty Institute, or another technical
college or trade school. One student
will attend UNC-Charlotte, one will


attend the School of Urban Missions, and some are already employed. For
kids who once had few options, there’s much to celebrate.


Congratulations, class of 2011!


WS Street School - Brand New Endings!
By Linda Weber
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